
St. Matthews
has had fire
service since
1919 and for 88
of its 100 years,
the Monohan

family has had men serving in the
department.
   The first fire service in St.
Matthews was a brigade formed in
1919 under the name St. Matthews
Voluntary Fire Association. During its
early years, the
Association
purchased a
hand-pulled
hose cart and
then a Model T
Ford truck on
which were
mounted
chemical tanks.
But by 1930,
with the Great
Depression starting, the Association
and the St. Matthews Community
Club that sponsored it were falling
on hard times with little money and
few volunteers. A push to solicit
money from the community and
businesses allowed the Association
to pay off their new fire engine,
dubbed Betsy, and slowly began to
grow. In 1937, John M. Monohan, Jr.
joined his brother, Henry, who was

serving as a volunteer. Four years
later, he was appointed Fire Chief,
serving for 36 years, from 1941 to
1977.
   “I remember when my Dad first
became Chief in 1941, I was just four
years old and followed him around
everywhere, said Jack Monohan,
who started volunteering with the
department in 1951 and served as
Assistant Fire Chief for 20 years. “I
can vividly remember seeing a new

fire engine being
delivered to the
Ford dealership,
where it was
housed. The key
hung in the
showroom.”
Later, Jack
bought that
same engine and
refurbished it.
   Under Chief

Monohan, what was now called the
St. Matthews Fire Department
moved several times from modest
fire stations and three new fire
houses were constructed. Chief
Monohan also added new fire
engines, two-way radios, and the
first self-contained breathing
apparatus in the state. “Earlier,
breathing apparatus weren’t as
important as most smoke was from
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Firefighting family recalls SMFD’s 100 years
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Fire Chief John M. Monohan, Jr.
Was featured on a recruiting
poster in 1972.

100 Years Timeline
▪ 1931 – Purchased modern

fire engine “Betsy”
▪ 1955  – Purchased first

ladder truck
▪ 1970s  – Moved in to

modern fire station and
hired first career firefighters
▪ 1984 – Became a fire tax

district
▪ 1989 – Built Fire Station #2

on Brownsboro Road
▪ 1999 – Remodeled Fire

Station #1
▪ 2015 – Obtained ISO Class 1

status from the insurance
industry
▪ 2016 – Created EMS service

and purchased two new
ambulances
▪ 2017 – Remodeled and

enlarged Fire Station #2
▪ 2018 – Merged with the

Lyndon Fire Protection
District

Jack Monohan poses among his vast
firefighting memorabilia collection beside
one of several fire engines he has restored.



In June, Mayor Rick Tonini and
the St. Matthews City Council
passed the annual budget. The
budget made appropriations
for the fiscal year of July 1,
2019 through June 30, 2020 in
the amount of $15,229,551.
The budget also included
Matching Award Program
funds of $1,205,000
designated for roads and other

items related to
transportation.
   Budget highlights include:
▪ Stream restoration at

    Draut Park
▪ 5 new police vehicles
▪ New leaf vacuum for the

    fall leaf pickup
▪ A bucket truck and dump

truck for use by Public
Works

▪ Trinity Hills drainage project
▪ Completion of the

Grandview Avenue/City
    Hall renovation
▪ Street widening and drain-

age project on Primrose
▪ Street resurfacing
▪ Sidewalks
▪ New trees and maintenance

A Message From…
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Louisville Gas & Electric
502-589-1444

Fast path options are: 1-1-1
(gas) and 1-1-2 (electric).

Emergency
Contact

Numbers

Louisville Water Company
502-583-6610

 To report emergencies like
water main breaks

or broken fire hydrants.

Hometown
History
1930s

This feature spotlights a moment in
time when our city looked a lot
different. Where do you think this
picture was taken? See page 9 to solve
this issue’s Hometown History mystery.

St. Matthews would like to
better communicate with you
by providing immediate
information regarding a
number of potential situations.
If you register for REACH Alert,
you will be able to receive
messages from the City  via
multiple formats.

   To register, go to www.reach
alert.com and click on the blue
text, “Create an account.”
When prompted, please use
the following information to
register for our Network:
Network Name: St. Matthews
(city); Role: Resident or
Business; Address: Enter the

address in first box and the
street name in the second box.
   Keep safe and informed by
getting connected with your
City!

Sign up for Reach Alert notifications



Recycling
Yard Waste
and Trash
Yard waste,
including
leaves and

grass clippings, will be picked up
on the same day as your sched-
uled sanitation collection. Yard
waste must be placed at the street
in either containers holding a
maximum of 30 gallons and
marked “yard waste only,” paper
yard waste bags, or compostable
plastic bags that meet ASTM
D6400 standards. There is no alley
pickup.
   Please note that designated yard
waste must not contain any trash

or garbage if it is to be collected
for recycling. The City of St.
Matthews offers free stickers to
designate containers for yard
waste. Visit City Hall during
normal business hours to pick up
your stickers.
   Curbside recycling cannot take
plastic bags and bubble wrap,
though you can recycle these at
Kroger. The following items can be
recycled at curbside:
▪ Soft plastic household bottles,

jars or other plastic containers
such as liter soda bottles, salad
dressing bottles, milk/water
jugs or laundry/cleaning
product containers.

▪ Any color glass bottles and jars.

▪ All metals such as tin food cans,
aluminum and steel beverage
cans, aluminum foil and pie
pans, and empty aerosol spray
cans.

▪ All paper and cardboard from
items such as newspapers, drink
boxes, milk and juice cartons,
food boxes, cereal boxes, junk
mail or other papers, magaz-
ines, and corrugated cardboard.

Note: All food containers and
aluminum should be rinsed free
of food residue. Also, remove
container lids and place in the
trash. If possible, flatten items
and remove labels.
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Easy Being Green

Recycling is collected every other
week on the same day as trash on
weeks highlighted in red. Holidays
are marked in blue and will delay

recycling and trash one day.

August 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
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September 2019
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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29 30

October 2019
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If you love
working with
seniors or for
seniors,

consider giving your time to
volunteer at SeniorCare Experts.
They are looking for volunteers to
drive meals to seniors, transport

seniors, perform office work, and
more. Call 896-2316 for more
information.

SeniorCare Experts needs volunteers



National Night Out
The St. Matthews Police
Department will hold a
National Night Out community
event on Tuesday, August 6,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., in St.
Matthews Community Park

located on Ten Pin Lane.
   National Night Out is an
annual community-building
campaign that enhances the
relationship between neigh-
bors and law enforcement
while bringing back a true
sense of community. SMPD
personnel will be present to
assist with interactive displays
and give information.
   Also participating and
presenting displays are St.
Matthews Fire and EMS and
the St. Matthews Public Works
Department. Other neighbor-
hood partners joining the
event are Mission BBQ, Kroger,
and Target, to name a few.
   Along with the exhibits,
there will be give-aways, prize
drawings, and equipment on
display. SMPD invites
everyone out to meet your
police officers and get to know
your St. Matthews neighbors.

Fingerprinting Services
The St. Matthews Police
Department offers
fingerprinting services on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from

9 a.m.–3 p.m. There is no
appointment necessary. A fee
of $10 per card must be paid
with check or cash. A valid
photo ID (driver’s license, state
ID, passport, etc.) is required.
The paper used for the printing
is provided for you.

Prescription Drug Drop Off
Prescription drug drop off has
resumed at the police station.
Hours of operation are
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
The drug drop off is for
unwanted prescription pills
only; over-the-counter medi-
cations are not accepted. All
drugs MUST be in a sealed zip-
lock bag when being
deposited.
   The following are not
accepted: drugs in plastic
containers (or in unopened
boxes containing plastic
containers), liquids, inhalers,
and syringes with needles.

Preventing Heat-Related
Deaths
According to KidsandCars.org,
an average of 38 children a
year die from heat-related
deaths after being trapped

 inside vehicles.
   The inside of a vehicle heats
up very quickly. Even with the
windows cracked, the temp-
erature inside a car can reach
125 degrees in minutes with
80% of the increase in temp-
erature occurring in the first 10
minutes. Cracking the windows
does not help slow the heating
process or decrease the
maximum degrees.
   To prevent heat-related
deaths, make a habit of
opening the back car door
after you park to ensure no
one is left behind. Enforce the
habit by placing an item you
can’t do without in the back
seat (example laptop, hand-
bag, etc.). Clearly commun-
icate about who is getting
each child out of the vehicle.
Other preventive measures
include keeping  your vehicle
locked when not in use and
never leaving car keys within
reach of children. You should
also teach children to honk the
horn when they are trapped
inside a car.
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Crime Buzz
Prevent Theft of Valuables
The St. Matthews Police Depart-
ment reminds you to keep your
cars locked when you are not in
them. Take your valuables with
you or lock them in the trunk.

Package Security
If you are concerned about
package security, Amazon
packages can be sent to a locker
and held for pick up at Whole
Foods (4944 Shelbyville Road) or
Stein Mart (5055 Shelbyville
Road). Amazon Lockers are

secure, self-service kiosks that
allow you to pick up your pack-
age at a time that is convenient
for you.

Safe Exchange
Zone
The Internet Safe
Exchange Zone is
available on the City
Hall campus outside

the main entrance to the Police
Department. The area is well-lit
and under video surveillance at
all times.

   This zone allows those who
make Internet-based purchases
from websites such as Craigslist
and Facebook a safe place to
exchange goods. It can also be
used as a safe place for child
custody exchange.

Free house watch
SMPD performs free house
watches for residents who are on
vacation or away from home. Just
telephone SMPD at 893-9000 to
schedule or fill out the online
form on the City website.

Park Place
Playtime and family picnics in
Brown Park have been greatly

enhanced by the new restroom,
playground equipment, and

updated pavilion that
opened to the public in
June.
   The old playground
equipment, which could
not be added onto, was
donated to the Fowler
Community Center in
Belize City, Belize

through Hand in Hand Ministries
on the recommendation of Ed
Davis, playground contractor E-Z
Construction’s president.

Harry Hargadon,
Jr., a St. Matthews
City Councilman
for 26 years,
passed away June

11. Harry served on the City
Council from January 1974 to
December 2000. Councilman
Bernie Bowling, who served with
Harry, said, “Harry was on the
Council when I came and was a
very good mentor. He always had

the best interest of the citizens
and taxpayers at heart. Harry also
chaired the Police Committee
and was instrumental in making
the Police Department what it is
today.”
   Harry graduated from St. Xavier
High School, Xavier University,
and the University of Louisville
School of Law. In 2006, he retired
from the law firm of Hargadon,
Hargadon, Lenihan and Harbolt,

which he formed in 1961. Besides
his 13 terms as a St. Matthews
councilman, Harry served as
President of the Kentucky Acad-
emy of Trial Attorneys from
1972-1973 and served on their
board of directors and as an
advisor for many years.
   Beloved by friends and family
alike, Harry will be warmly
remembered and sadly missed.

Former councilman passes away


